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Can we avoid a climate catastrophe? How hot will the Earth get? How high will the seas rise? Can we 
afford to make the vast changes in our energy and land use to protect our climate? Can we afford not to? 
 
Climate Peril wrestles with these momentous issues and shows why climate change is deeply worrisome 
for civilization, humanity and the environment. In doing so, Climate Peril takes readers on a futuristic, 
science-based tour of the overheated world we’re hurtling towards in 2100 A.D. and explains what we 
could do to save the climate and protect ourselves. 
 
The book offers readers an intimate look at the human consequences of recent extreme weather—heat 
waves, floods, and fires—that afflicted every continent in 2013. Climate change, the author shows, is 
already causing millions of illnesses, injuries, and deaths.  
 
As Climate Peril thoughtfully explores the causes and risks of the world's current climate change, we the 
readers gradually discern that its effects are likely to be longer-lasting, more immediate, and even worse 
than we had imagined. They include the possibility of exterminating half the species on Earth, destroying 
the Amazon rain forest, degrading the ocean, and plunging vast areas of the Earth into drought and 
intolerable heat, as well as more frequent extreme-weather events. 
 
Scientifically sound and meticulously researched, this book thus makes the meaning of climate change 
accessible in a powerful way, even to nonscientists. Dr. Tim Flannery, Chief Councillor of the Australian 
Climate Council and author of the bestseller The Weather Makers calls Climate Peril, “A brilliant book, 
and one that might just change the world. By far the best overview of climate science and its implications 
for our planet that I've ever read.” 
 
Climate Peril has an introduction by award-winning scientists Dr. Paul and Anne Ehrlich, and a foreword 
by Dr. Ben Santer, formerly of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change. Climate Peril is the 
second of author John J. Berger’s three-book climate series. (Volume 1, Climate Myths, focuses on the 
political campaign waged against climate science. Volume 3, Climate Solutions (forthcoming), shows how 
to create a climate-safe world by radically transforming global energy, transportation, and land-use 
practices.) 
 
 


